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by Teresa Guadiana and Jamie Moore
Can you believe we are halfway through another yedPuénte?

We have a lot of activitigglanned to make this another successful semeste|
Our first social event of thBlew Year, the Puente BowlindNight, which
brought together students, mentors, friends and familias a lot of fun

Coming up, we are looking forward to the next Mentor Dinner at The
Clubhouse in downtown Visalia.
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and college options, we are currently planning a trip to UC Davis on thei Counselor. For Fall 2013 and Spring 20a4nie Moore is
special Puenteocused information day. The trip to San Francisco State °¢"""9® ¢ Puente Frgien bucidiing in for James
University and CSU East Bay last semester was an excellent motivator; cf
out the student reflections about the trijm this newsletter.

We are also already prepping for our mhAnnual Cinco de Mayo 5k RaK/

Walk. This is one of the most important fundraising events for Puente, so \
hope you will join us. If you know any lnussses or individuals who you think Ms.
may be interested in sponsoring the event, please contact Teresa at Guadiana
teresag@cos.edwr the Puente Center at 73mB50. é‘sr‘;n'\grza
We hope you are having an excellent 2014 thus far and thanKgrdbeing Eﬁéhuil
involved with Puente! et
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Puente Students

Volunteer at SPCA

by Liliana Torres

On November 2, 2013, COS Puente Projectated
their time to the local SPCA. Past and present
Puente studentsalong with their familiesenjoyed a &k

long day of volunteering. The volunteers helped wi ‘ m‘*

yard work, washing dishes, laundry, painting, and
spending time with the animals. While thetbe
students opened their eyes to the vast number of
animals that need attention. Although not everyone
can be a pet ownethe volunteers learned that there
are other ways to help the animal shelter. As the
students continue to help in the communitthey
form new connections and friendshigisat will guide
them on their journey to success. The members of
the Puente Project are not only learning about how

to help the communitybut how they can better themselves.

The Puentistas visited San
&OAT AEOAT 80 -1
toured the famous murals of
Balmy Alley.

Puente Field Trip Experience

by Alejandro Sanchez

Visiting CSU East Bay and San Francisco
State University with Puente was a great
experience. We learned about the programs
at CSU East Bay, like GANAS. These
programs gave meonfidence;applying to
schools far away is hard because you don't
have help. Viging the Mission District in San
Francisco is something | am going to
remember for the rest of my life. Seeing all
the culture on murals in the Mission District
was really exciting and made me value my
culture. Even though we did not get a tour
guide we ed our best knowledge to find
out the meaning of some murals. Going on
this trip has made me closer to all my

classmates. We all had a great tiraed
some of us got to really know each other
better.

The Puente student motivational conference
at SFSUvas by far the best part of the whole
trip. Author Reyna Grande talked to us about
her struggles when she was in school. She
didn't know English and it made school ten
times harder for her. Seeing how she
overcame all these obstacles motivated me
totryhaOAAO ET OAET I
want to come home; | really loved the
colleges we toured, the Puente conference,
and the Bay
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Meet Our New Faces

Fay Molines the new Puente Center Secretar We have three new Puentistas!

Welcome to Victor, Jessica and Osca

Puente Leadership
Conference

by Carlos Alvarez

Attending the Puente Leadership
Conference at San Francis&iate University
was an amazing experience for rae well as
for my fellow peers. | became interested in
the events that were happening such as the
workshops, activitiesandinformation about
other colleges. The guest speakers were ve
wonderful and spoke about their life
experiences which wern@spiring to me.

The guestspeaker that inspired me
was Reyna Granddhe advicd'll take from waiting in the SFSU auditorium
her is that college is for everyone that wants Puente StUd:;t;ce o begin. From left to right:
to better their livesl alsomet other fgrrtlg i CJZZJ,; Angelica, Kathid, Arianna, and
Puentistas from other colleges. Going to this Nild,-af
event changed my future in educati and
motivated me to explore the opportunities
available. This was a fun and exciting
experience.
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Puente Bowl

The Puente Bowl was
such ggreat

experience. | was able
to meet new people and
| also got to meet my

[ AT O1 06 O Z£ABEINUS
up against Jose, his
mentor Tony, my
mentor Adrienne and
her friend Gabriel. |
EAOA O OAUNEENE A
bad as | thought | was
going to be. | related to
some bthe people on
my lane because we
have only gone bowling
once before, (not
counting the Wii), and
The Gutter Ball Team XA OAAI I U AEAT 6C
what we were doing.
Without knowing how
to bowl, we all still did
pretty well. We had
some good laughs and
learned some bowling
skillsfrom Gabriel, who
Is really good at
bowling. Overall, the
Puente Bowl was a very
fun experience and |
had a really great time.

-Mariela Mendoza

The Winning Team
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